
Roman Catholic Orphan School 
 
The Roman Catholic Orphan School was established in 1844 after building 
commenced in 1840 
 
It was the first purpose built orphanage for Catholic children and was funded by 
the NSW government initially housing approximately 320 children 
 
In 1859 its management was taken over by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan 
 
Children admitted were either orphans of one or both parents, or children 
considered to be “at risk” by living with parents or guardians considered 
dangerous, immoral, or even coming rom a family considered too large. This 
would become Australia’s original stolen generation. 
 
In 1886 the Orphanage was relocated to Manly, and the site became The 
Parramatta Industrial School For Girls in 1887. 
 
Australia was the first country to attempt to introduce legislation to establish 
Industrial Schools although it was only 14 years later in 1866 that the Industrial 
Schools Act was legislated, with the first Industrial School opened in Newcastle 
in 1867. 
 
Industrial Schools were specifically established to care for neglected, orphaned, 
and abandoned children. However they were also used for children who had 
been found guilty of committing a criminal offence. 
 
The Parramatta Industrial School For Girls was to become known as the 
Parramatta Girls Home. 
 
An estimated 30,000 children passed through this institution over the years and 
occupancy averaged at 160 girls, although it peaked at 307 in 1970. 
 
During its operation the number of indigenous girls ranged between 7 and 12%   
 
Upon arrival girls were stripped and searched, and given a uniform and 
underwear made of unbleached calico. There were no bras. 
 
All of the many doors were locked and among the only places with no doors were 
the showers and toilets so that there was no privacy. 
 
The word School in the title is deceptive as very few residents received any 
schooling, instead they were given “training duties” such as cleaning, 
maintenance, kitchen or laundry duties, much the same as a prison. 
 
Punishment for misbehavior was often severe. Removal of visitor privileges, 
scrubbing floors for hours with a toothbrush or even a brick, or given harsher 
work duties. Some punishments used are now considered as torture under the 



Human Rights Convention such as extended stays in isolation cells, and being 
forced to stand still for hours. 
 
Girls were often drugged to make them easier to manage. 
 
There were numerous riots in Parramatta Girls Home, such as in 1887, 1890, 
1898, 1899, 1941,1942, 1943, 1945, 1946, 1953, 1954, 1958 and 1961. Girls 
smashed everything they could find including furniture, and even made it to the 
rooftop threatening to throw themselves off. 
 
In 1974 the Child Welfare Minister announced the closure of Parramatta Girls 
Home after public outcry regarding the abuse and mistreatment of girls at the 
Home. 
 
In 1980 the site was taken possession of by the Dept Corrective Services. 
 
Currently there have been numerous cases from Parramatta Girls Home brought 
before the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses To Sexual Abuse 
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